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der Him toha Endur'd ſuch Cuntradiction of Sinners againſt A 
that We be not wearied- and faint im our Minds, in the Praftice'of thi . 
. Difficultrand Excellent Duty. For even bereump urg we 
1 Pet. 2. call becauſe: alſo Chriſt e for Ur, 5 V's * 
21, Le Example, tbat ne fbould follow his Steps 5 Who di. 19 An. 


nueitben was Guile found in His Mouth: who when He was 
Revit d Reih not again, when He ſuffe 4; He Threaten d not, B 
commined Himſelf 10 Him what Fulgeth righteouſly, His Soul expiting 
| in Prayet fort His Enemies- es n+ 
After ſuch a moving Example, fo- ful-of alt e Force of Reiſl | 
and Elqquence, viſibly ſetting forth the Nature, in the Prallite df 
this Duty, in every Particular, under Tach Horrid Circumſtan 8 
and Aggravations as can ſcarce be the Lot of any other Perſofl Be- 
 fides;the$otv of God, can there remain the Leaſt Shadow of an O. 
jettion to Deter Us from the Humble Imitation of it as far as the 
Common Conditions of our Lives may require ? It may poſnib 
be Pleaded in Excuſe, that Feſus Chriſt being the Son of <God; and 
endued with all the Powers of the Divinity, aud having all the 
Graces uf the Holy Ghoſt dwelling in Him, with the Fulnzſs of the 
Gedbead: Bodi, was thereby enabl'd to Riſe to the utmoſt Viteh 
of this Heroic Duty ; but that Mere Man, Fleſh and Blood with 
all its Infirmities about it cannot come a 5 This Perfe Man, this 
Meaſurt of ibe Srature oft be Fulneſs of Chriſh, It maſt e 
4 . | | confeſs 


* 


*. 


THY Defy of Prafing for E WH 


confeſs'q, that This is 4 Duty' br uch an Exiited Strain, as can- 
not cafilf-be-atfain'4 te Without much Reluctänce of. Haan Na. 
Ae in ies cortupted State; that it Vill require the utmoſt Efforts 
of Reaſdataſhſted With Grear 2, egrees and Succouts of the Divine 
- 2 to raile the 80 an f Mortifyd and Self. 
Denying Temper; wh Sq lo vr an Habitual Application to 
God in genial Prayer can” Wtem puch. But Bose wer We myſt } 
* alfs remember that Our 'Siviour- as 7 was für founded with 211 
wo 


the Taft hif145"of uf Nature, Sin" 925 ed; that he bad a much 

g saicker Senſe of Sufferings; of 3h tle” in, and Afflictions than 
We poſſibly can Have, Jo though Wo cannot Preſume to ar- 

rive at that Perfection of Divine Grace and Chatity which he did; 

3 * 90 that e Good Christian who fincerely endeavonrs to „ 
| . Hibs Vaparaleſrd Erampie, fta be Enabld to do what js accepta 

* "ble to God throuph Him to G1 AMR. it "arid that the Bleſſed 8 15 

ho net Walle to iet and Affiſt oy Devotions under all Difh- 
-enlties, will not be wanting in this Prefing one, is moſt indiſputa- 
by certain. © But becauſe, are apt to la od on any "Excuſes , 
to ſhift'off Our Duty, as welt as te Miſtake in Our Right Appre- 
benſions of it, 1 pitt to thy Third General Head; Namely, 
i III. Tofettle its fuſt Extent and Obligation; and to anſwer 
+ - Theſe Objections it may ſeem Hable to, and to 4 7 oF it within 
Khoſe Limſtations and Neſtrictions it muſt admit of. This ir @ bard 
Saying,” wbb can bear it? ſays the Man of Honour, chat meafures his 
Hutf by his Sword; and had father Sacrifice His Soul than his Re- 
venge. If this s 3 rfpenfable Duty, ſach Foolifh Clemency, 

- Nay they, will Bit neourage the Malice of Our Enemies, and lay | 
Qaur Selves Open and Unz Latted td tit A ults. Beſides that it 
ſeems c entrelen upon, 05 ſuperſede the Fundæmental Law of Na- 

ture, . A I] and 17 Betray our Perſons, Rights, and 

, Fr 9 erties to the Abuſe, Violence or Uſurpation of any Bold or 

8 vader. Such Metcy And Impunity ſeems contradictorx 
boch to" Law aud Reaſon, by Obel Courts of Judicature Unze- 
fav # not Aga! in theit Uſe; and ſo Deprtves Us of the Aful- 

fande ef lm and hot only tends to the Loſs of Private Perſons, © 41 

but to Diſadvants E: the” Publick. Either We cannot Right | 

_ Our recs Th the Proſecution of an Enemy, or. this Duty ſeems in- 

conſiſtent wich it, that We mo Hypockitically pretend to Pray 

for the Pardon of 7 — again | whom We are actually Engag'd. In 
anſwer to 1. is $*tis ſufficient to ſay, That Chriſtian! Charity does not 
it! che debar Us from any of the Juſt Privileges of Human 
Nature; fieither does it forbid Us 45. Men to uſe any Methods of 
Lawful Defence, to Guard and Secure Our Lives, Liberties, and 

Eſtates from Danger, R apine, aud Oppreſfion; that it is not on!. 
conſiſtent with, but An the Rules of uftice, Equity, an 

Law, Which will fully and evidently appear, if We carefully diſtin- 

#niſh betwirt the Af of Private Revenge, and Aﬀs of Publick Juſtice. 
Former of which are utterly buht, to all Religion, and 
particula rly to this Duty of Praying for ou? Enemies, for it would turn 
dur Very Prafers i into Sin, (as I have they'd before) but with the Lat- 
zer it is hight reconeileable. To make this Matter clear, we muſt 
confer our! nemicy under Frame Regard; 


1. As 


I. As They Relate to, U in Pagtieuler 4. + 


2. As They Relate to, the Pu leb, the c reb; or State ao 
. As They Relate to, 924 Particular, We mut diffioguiſh.be» | 


"-twixt our Enemy's Perſon Ad M. e e erte e, dod 
ue are oblig d not only to tea 


* 


N = 2 3 8 


we are oblig'd not only to treat it-without Angen and Paſſion, das, 

_ if, poſkble, to win and reclaim; bim by.-Kindnels 720 Condeſcenſion ; 

. but always to pray for him undef the very work Condition of Hofti- 
lity. And this we may do, and. yet endeayous g redreſs the Huber 

by all Legal Means, without Hatred or Revenge, with a; forgiving 
and placable Temper; not ſo much to gratify gur on Spleen, as to 
repair the Injury, with the lealt_Incopvenience ve cangto gur Ad- 
verlary; and to regeiye his Wrongs and Abuſes, rather: with Pity 

and Compaſhon, than Reſentment and Indignation- Thus far our 1 
| Religion obliges us to go, to abour x ec, 
verſion of our Enemies, and, as mch as lieth im us, to live peaceably 4 
with all Men. But fome out of 2 mia 


_ 
2 


3 
— Zo a 8 
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Fo 
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wa | * of ken Notion, of Cbr iſtian Charity, 

would carry this ſublime Duty to a Pitch, that neither Reaſon nor 
 Religiqn jultifies and which indeed is fo far from poth, as.tobe utterly | 
| Inconſiſtent -with Common Senſe, and Prudence; I mean that wretched 

Folly and 0 redulity of Truſting o Enemies, (an A of Favour due 5 0 
only next to that Supream Being, we are always to confide in, to our 

very beſt and mot approv'd Friends,) as if we could ſheiour Recon - 

ciliation by nothing but hazarding our Ruin, and our only Way to 
demonſtrate aur. Love to our Enemies were in an utter Hatred 40 our 


elves. This may indeed proceed from the 1nnocency of the Dau; 
but certainly is without the Caution and Hiſdom of the Serpent, Hear 

„ | 5-7-7 N the Hiſtory, and Exper 
2 


uni. gicnce of the World, Never truſt thine Enemy (ſays. 
zz he Beth ſa is bi- Wickedneſs.. Tho be hum 


v. 10, &c. ; for like as Iron ru + Tho' be hum- 
Ii himſelf, and go crouthing, yet take good heed, aud bemaxe || ' 
of him; and Thou ſhalt be unto hip, as if Tho badſt wip'd 4 Lens Blaſs, 
I and Thou. ſhalt know that bis Ruſt hath not been altogetber.wip'd-. away. i 
Set him not by Thee. ; leſt when he hath, averthrown, Thee, be Hand up in 
Thy Place: Neither let him ſit at Thy Right Hand; leſt. he ſeek to rake Thy 
Sear, and Thou at the laſt remember my Words, and be .pricked. there- 
with. An Enemy ſpeaketh ſweetly. mth bis Lips ; but in bis; Heart be 
zmagineth hom io: throw Thee into a Pit,; He will meep with bis Eyes; 
bur if he find Opportunity, be wil not be ſatisfied mith Blood. I Aduerſ i 
come 1 Thee, Thou ſhalt find him there firſt 3, and, tho? be pretend to 
belp Thee, yet ſhall be underprine iber. He will ſbake bu Head, and clap 
| bis Hands, and whiſper much, and thange hit Countenance.., No Religion 
| . furely obliges us to expoſe our ſelves to our Enemies ; we may prey 
for Them without putting our. Lives and Fortunes into thoſe Hands, 
which perhaps want pnly an Opportunity-to thruſt a Dagger into our 
Haris. We may beg Mercy for Them from God, without..laying 
bur ſelves at their Mercy 3, which generally will: be found to he Cruel, 
, _ Secondly, We are to conſider our Enemies, as they. relate to the 
Publick ; the Church or State. With regard to which it may be aſſerted 
as an undoubted Maxim, that this C eier Charity does by no means 
interfere with, or extend it ſelf to the. Diſadvantage of Public =” 
_ |tice; or any way oblige Magi#rates, or Perſons in Authority to for- 
givc cinu nals, or pals.by Offences that violate the Common. "ge or 
1 Sa | 3 gt | | £ * 15 nnn ea! 
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and therefore; as 


. Proplecneither life 
FP | J 7 


if They neglett their Duty, and betray their Truſt and Juriſdiftion 


Magiſtrates Duty to ſtand up and fence againſt Both, and pronounce 


and execute Wrath againſt them; and *tis no leſs the Duty of every 


uſtice upon ſuch Enemies of God aud our Country. And tho at the 
ame time we pray for their Conberſioa, as well as Detection; we muſt 


5 Fatice Subject to afſift Them 'with their Prayers, and to implore 


remember that we are bound by a ſuperior Rule of Charity,arid Duty to ; 
_ the'Comftirurion of which we are Members, to beſerch God in the ex · 
cellent Words of bur Church, to abate their Pride aſſwage their Malice, 
and confound their Devices; ſtill confining our Detires to the Genera? 


Good. without any ſecret or Bye· reſpett to our ſelves, and, as much 2 


We can; diſtinguiſhing their Malits from ibeir Perſons; which if hey I 
lp 


will not take care to ſeparare likewiſe themſelves, we muſt leave them 
to the Diſpoſal'6f Divine Providence, and the Determinations of Hu- 
nyo SLES Thott nay if 5 2 2 


num Fuſtice. Aan e ee ee ee . 
To proceed: To avoid farther Miſtakes in this Matter, we are not 
to ſtrain this Rule of Charity to our Enemies fo far as to exclude theſe 


following Limitations 3 in all which Caſes, I take it not only to be 
banal, but even an AG 


1. That by this means they may be brought to Shame, a due Senſe 


of their Crimes, and compelFd to acknowledge and re- 


pant of their Faults; as David prays, Fill their Faces with Pſ. 83. 16. 
Shame, thut tbey map ſeek thy Name, O Lor. 


Sanders, may be clear'd and vindicated t6 the World.” © 


-:5, That the Soul of the injurious Perſon ma) be ſav'd and reſtor'd 
by the Sufferings- of the Body, and by à Temporal Puniſhment he 


aytze brought co avoid an Eternal One ; left if he be ſuffrtꝰd to go on 
without Controab in the Career of his Sins, he may fill up the Mea- 


ſore of them, and ſo ehd in a final Opduration and Impeniteney. 


41 To pte vent and avoid Scandal; for which end E. 


ooththonications and Eocleſiaſtical Cerifures are inflit- 1 Cor. 3. 40 


5 odd, to deliver ſur h an bn to Satan for the Peſtrudtion of ie 


Beiſb, that the Spirit may be ſaved in th: Day of the Lord Feſw;\as the 


_ Apoſtle ſays. Under which Sentence if our Enemy juſtly lies, obſti- 
natety-deſpiling and defying the Authority and Admonition of the 


Church p he ſhits himſelfout᷑ of its Pale;euts/himſelf off from the Bo- 


dy of Chtiſt and becomes unto us an Ele unben Man and a Publican. For 


ſuch a deſpe rate proſcribꝰd A poſtate we may indeed mourn, as David 
did für Gu but whether this is not a V ut Deutb, which not only 


> : . 


forfeits but evacuates our Prayers, may de doubted, - 


G04 fays to che Propher Feromy; Fray art thou for thi Jer. 7. 6. 
1 e Proyer for ll aan ais He TL 
4 


break in upon ke Laws of Societies und demand publick Reſtraint 
and Correction. To theſe; as proper the immediate Pree-Gerenrs 

F God Himſelf, Fengbanee belongerhy and They bear the Sword in vain, 

i à cowardly-Connivatice: at, or Impunity of ſuch Malefactors as 


are a Reproacb to the Nation. Where Neligron, or Government is af. 
faulted by ill Prenciptes, or Rebellious Practices, tis the Miniſters and 


| u of the moſt religious Charity to pray to Gd 
to Cal] our Enemies to Account, if nothing elſe will convert them. 


2. That our own Innocence, which has been wounded by unjuſt 


St. John fays,.1 do #03 ſay thet"we ſhould 1 Ep. f. 16. 
pray for it. Our Petitions ay be wait and fruitlefs ass 


£ a 4 bh b * | | 
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Imereceſſion 10 me for I will mat gar they; Hom r if this.ig an in Fares 5 
is an Error — hy fide « or barity to — 2 ſuch = ; 
1 rreants ; that ik, poſhble, A ; May. 1 by; _ — 
itation on them in this L1 1 ages 

K thefe Limications and ] Fe 1 {yppoſe i it not * 

eonſiftent with, but 3 very kind A of 4 to gu Anemies to be- 
ang God by the Methods of his.Provie cect aue Good. Ends, to 


98 
Þ 
* : 


bring them to Repentance, , - by own Priuate Re- 
venge, We ought not in any Ce aſe What 955 to Fray God to vilſt 
ttdeir Offences; bn bat like our Saviour in the Text, to pray that they 
ma de blopted gut o {his Book of Remembrance, that they may never 
riſe in Judgment againſt them Here or te the Condemnation of 
them Hereafterr. K 
"Row p e e been Gieit« may. jet be obhedlel; That this 
| Praying for: Jur. Enemies ſhews indeed à very Meek, Merci ful, and 
_Good-natur' d. Diſpoſition, and may look very well in a Chriſtian cha- 
13 Fa but that we have the Examples of very Great, and allowedly, 
Good Men to the direct contrary, and that not only under the Legal, 
1 the Gaſpeſ Oeconomy allo. Moſes, the Meekeſt Man on Eart! 2 5 
9 2 80 provok'd by the Sacrilegious U ſur pation and Schiſm 
than, and Abiram, that he utter'd fuch an Imprecation EAR 
Them, as ſent T hem down Quick inte Hell, and made Them the moſt 
dreadful. Examples, to all Poſterity, of the Heinouſneſs.of their Sins, 
| David, the Man after God*s.awn: Heart, the moſt Mild and Gracious: 
Prince that ever had then Rei ign'd, has left, Us the moſt bitter Catar, 
logue of Curſes on his Enemies in ſeyeral ef the Palms, and. partir 
cularly the 69, and 199, that the moſt Ingenipus Revenge could, in- 
vent. Did not Elijabs Prayer bring down: Fire from Heaven to a-, 
venge, inſtead of Merc | to-fargive, his Enemies? And. di not Flaba, 25 
0 os 71d Bears, inftead of Bleſüings, to His: Mockess ? Do's nete 
Ange! el of the Lord himſelf . give an expreſs. Mar- 
rant to others to Curſe he: tans of Meroz.2, And. ave not che. 
aer the Prophets ful of ach dire Imprecations againft the 
81888 God and Religion? But however theſe uncharitable Mar: 
185 8 ions, might der ha ps4bq 7 to m port well enough with; 
State of, the gewiß Lam N herein Cen Ny condeſcended to 
permit many Lhipgs fer the Handneſs oft heir Hearts, Jet this would: 
/ . Not be allow veg the 1 gf: the eee, let 
$ Us 215 ther t That fas. Why, fays our bleſſed: Savii — | 
F [OW th Gale TROY. Fre for Theſe that Neſpiisfulh Me 
= 2 egate Tag. And yet hau many Woes and Execratigns. did. 
EF Het e again Ae Rfariſaes St. aul ſaqs, bing. 
enn Beſs being yer ſecured, We ſuffer in Vet do s not the ſame: 
1 Apolile ſxike the Sorcerer Eres with Blindneſs Aud 
| Ga, PRE des He not ſays T ond abey.were-evencat.off thas Thewbia, - 
_ 2 OE, - Tomy And, Alexander the Copper: Smith: did Ade much Fuil, 
14% die Lend Remard Him according d Hi Herbe Aud dd, 
| Hg net Delixer, Zurck inceſtuoys Perſqng and i, 
g > I and. Fhiletug te Stan, for then Blaſppemn? Ste Peter: 
.. 3. 9. commands Us mot:teweuder: A vb inn S vil, 0 Roting for - 
| 274 1 bat ror ri wiſe Bleſſing, 17 we knew 1 
fame Apoltte — e Dead pen the. ou ver. 
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| and cur$4d- Sutton Mag to-perifh withyis Mercenary, 
= not: tow-thaſe ů — Great Heroes in Rei, 


fy the contrary Practie. 
Die very plauſile Ob 


1ce-geren- 


ont and having the Gift of Diſcerning Spirits, and the 
5 9 God dag din Fhem, Ke un 
* 


ine Judgment: and Curſes 
. re penite nt: + Pſal, 
of which alſe were pronounc'das* Prophecies ank ad 69. 
— ny in che Futam Tenſe, as the Hebrew expreſſes s 14 


þ =o not as Prayers inthe @ptative 3 Which is only ren- 4 
derid by That Tenſe, and ſo often confounded and Mi- 


fuch immediate Authority and Commiſſion from God as —— holy 

Men ad by: — 1 their Examples are no ways ſuited to our 
Imitation, or ſuffcient to juſtify any-Private Revenge, And the ſame 
Rebuke that our Saviour gave to his Diſciples, 36 exprefiing thei 


2785 —＋ their Maſter's Quarrel, applying Elijah's 7 i 


if pitable Samaritans, may be à very ſatisfa 
Lanes to us; 17 know not what 2 ris N are |Lake 9. . 
25 ; For. the Son. ere ewe peo f ns — 
20 Leue 2. | 
Having now: 
- andanſyered/thaſe Objections it may ſeem liable to, aud reſcrib's 
it within thoſe Limitations, it muſt: admit of, I proceed, 
IV. {Edunthly, Ta produce the Realons and Motives pon Which 
this Duty of Prayiag for our Euemies is founded, with a particular 
View to That contain d in the Text, For they know wot what they do. 
The betraying and murdering our Bleſſed Saviour, was without 


all Diſpute tha moſt tranſcendently wicked Action that ever was; or 


dan be committed by mortal Man. And yet when St. Pose, comes to 

expaſtulate this Matter with the Jews, and to agg gravate it with its 
horrible Circumſtances 5 as that They delivered Him in the e 7 

Flare, Ababa — let Him go, but they de- 

ned be Holy due and the Juſt, ænd defir* d a Murderey to Acts 7. 

be Granted \gnto ham, and kid abe Prince of Life; yet be 13, Ge. | 

adds this remavkable Extenuation of ſo great a Sin, as: | 


vn, I wot that thro? Jgnorance yer. did it, ac did alſo our 
Ruterss | And agreea — 7 to this, St. Paul ſuy 


Hi nt; nar yet the Euicos of the Prophets which are'read"tvery Sabbath- 


102 Hom of God in . ug Him, And again, We Ne | 


which none of the Printe 

of rho Wars 4 dun it they would nt in Cor 5 2 
bone cid the Lord of Glory. ” Not that We muſt here 8, GS. 
underftand the poſtles, as if This Ignorance wholly e? 
n Oy 21 tor 222 davigadle Sim it ſtill kurz 
* noe e anee _— 8-1 e 


7 
H vs 


bl 13 1 

Offec- / 
ion, 

nt-t0. cancel this Duty of: aver Seat rk rpms "hot 
jetiong -which/1 bave Mes mirs ful 
Length, chat it loſe: none of its Force, will Vaniſh into No- 

— 2 We canſider, that theſe wert All Prophens, or Inſpired Per. 


bey were dm ion d to denounce the 
againſt che Enemies of God and Reti- | 


Mken by Travflators for it. And till We can — i I . 


in the full Ertent and Oblis on or this Fore | 


it he; pointed on this very Prayer of our Bleſſed Saviour, "Now Dre | 


"Agr "OA 2 ber. IP +7 
Bun bey th dwelt a Feruſalew, aud 3heir Rulers, becauſe irbey knew 
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A +. /mair'dgand therefort they are erhörted to —— ent of it 

| Alt 2 5 and be converted; thut ter Sins mig be Vlottei TE h 
tis Ignorance of the Perſon of the: Meſſiah! was not in ſome tavin- 

eible, but groſly Filful and AﬀeRed; in that they obſtina tel Put their 

Ears ta the Scriptures . their Synagogues, Wherein 
he was ſo graphically deſcrib'd in all the particular Circumſtances of 

dis Birth, Tate, Death and Doctrine, and alſo ſhut their Eyet to the 
Conviction of thoſe miraculous Signs and Wonders that he wrought; 
vhich left them inexcuſable in not a pptehending him to be the Chroft, 
from ſuch palpable Arguments, and plain Predictions falfill'd to the 
minuteſt Tittle-in Him. But in Others, who had not the Aſſiſtances 
of Learning and Edueation, the ſtrong Prejndices they lay under, 
the divine Infatuation that was upon ſome, the groſs Blindneſs 
with which almoſt the whole Jewiſh Natiom was. ſtruck at this time, 
together with the overbearing: Clamours and Rage of the incaiis' \ 
People, driving forward the Perpetration of this: horrid Sin, fo 
leſſen'd and qualify'd its Guiit in the Sight of God; as to tender 
them the Object of his Mero, and the Subject of our Saviour's gracious 
interceſſion; Father Forgive Them, for They know nt what then Mobo. 

Io apply this Argument to our Selves by way of Accommodation. 7 
All the Calamities, Affronts and Sufferings that the: Beft of Mem 
can receive from the Worſt of Enemies, can never be preſumd tis 

come i:1to Balance, or ſtand in Competition with the leaſt of theſs 
| which our blefſed Redeemer underwent. ..Now-if\ the Ig norance of 
| the Jews could be pleaded in their behalf, andalledg'd as a Motive: 
before God; for the Pardon of ſuch unparalleitd YOON How 
much more Reaſon have We, poor Mortal, not to inſiſt upon dur 
Neſentments, but to be reconcil'd to each other, and to intercede 
| with God for the Forgiveneſs of thoſe petty and raſh Offenccs, 
which we daily commit one againſt another 3;throughithat Ignorance 
which All, even the wiſeſt of Us, are liable to, through Paſſon, 0 
Pre judice, or Inadvertenq, or any other Frailty or Inſirmim of dur Na- 
cure. To one of which Cauſes that Charity that beareth all things; be- 
lieveth all things, hope th all things, endureth all things, wilt be ever in- 3 
elinable to impute the little Striſe, Variance, and Enmity We meet 
with in the World. If We can once perſuade our ſelves to believe that 
our Adverſaries don't Oſſend aut of malicious Wi, y the Sting 
of the Injuryds pluck't out, and no Wound can be made upon ſuch | 
an Jnuulnerabie Temper, which is reſolyid'to put the bet Conſtru- 
ction upon all Accidents that can befal it. Inſtead of Raiſing Galt; 
and Bitterneſs it provokes unto Cave, ani to — Works, and givosthe 
good Man an Occaſion only of exerting his Tenderneſs and Compaſ- 
tion. Thus he repreſents Things. under the beft Colours they can 
bear 3 and makes Favourable Allowances for: all. Caſualties, and 
unfortunate Incidents, that may work up a Quarrel, where tit was 
ngyer intended. And, generally ſpeaking, the Experience of the 
World convinces us that our Enemy, who is the main Butt of our 
Snight and Revenge, does the leaſt deſeryè it in Himſelf being often 
only the Engine gf other Mens Malice, acted by Incsadiaries who\ 
Rand behind the Curtain, and blowiup thoſe Flames pute lyto make 
their on Adyantages of them. For EFnmities uſunliy creaſe, chem 
the differing Parties come to underſtand one another; and if * 


of it. How gfren does it happen that Lyes and Sanders invented 

and carry d fronione Side to dether, and propagated with Deſign 

. ta ſet Men into Fauds:and> Animaſities, by 1 their 

Characters, and; rendring. them odious'(eſpecixily' wc, \ Perſons 
u 


of Oppoſite. Farties or Religion,) have entirely been defeated upon due 


* — 


„Examination, ande #terwards the ſdblid Foundation: of 


- Friendſhip? Lheſs must necefſarity bel the happy Effefis of Calm- | 
V 


neſs and Deliberatian.zbut if Men:are>reſolv'd right or wrong, 


\ without any heed ta Truth or Juſtice, raſhly"to begin and puſ on 
Quarrels, and never conſider the Grounds or Conſequenices of ſuch un- 


Ad vis d. and precipitate Actions 3 We are to conſider that we are un- 


aur eln engags with Mad-Aen, who in the very literal Senſe 


of the Words knom not what they do. Like Drunkards in a Rencoun- 


ter, they fight in the dark, and are for doing Miſchief they know 


nt why, and ſtabbing the next Manthey meet for the Crime of be- 
. ing ſober, and in is Wits. A wile and good Man would have no- 


thing to do with ſuch Enemies, if he could help it; but if it chances 
to be his unhappy Lotz he would rather conſider them as the Ob- 


jects of his utmoſt Pity and Compaſſion, as De moniacs and Luna licks, 


; who challenge ous Prayers (and not our Reſentments) chat God | 


Would. Reſtore tbem in their Senſes and à right Mind. Beſides that it 


very ſeldom fails but that ſuch Men do their own Buſineſs3"by pur- 
Juing their own frantick and wild Meaſures, and work out their 
own, Ruine in the Proſecution of theirc Adverſaries; and like the 
ant .crucify themſel ves an Cruciſying Chriſt, If this happens, and they 


il into Difſtreſh, chey axe the Object of our Commiferation; and 
ve ought not to inſult them on their Fall; but if they are ſucceſsful in 


4 


their Power, (the worſt Eaſe for them of the two) they may pro- 


bahly never come to a Senſe of their Errots, but go on and Dye in 


, -Impegitence; and 9p jaſtiy demand our Prayers and Interceffions to 


God in their behalf; Father forgive Ibem, for They know not what they 
do. Thus if we take Ignorance in the general Import of the Word, 
as it denotes either our not underſtanding, not attending to, or not 


the eee een Enmicy'we findinthe non, 
Now having done with the Farticulur Gaſe of the Jews, as far as 


we can apply it to our elves; come next in General to conſider 


| N this Duty. For thoꝭ our Saviour in the Text prays 


to be imagin'd that ſo; atrocious: a. Crime could be pardon'd. 
poſt, any. other: Plea 5 yet this is not to be preſum'd, as the Only. 


Caſe, in which his Followers, according to his own Doctrine, are 


to perform the ſame Duty; but they are to pray alſo for their Ene- 
mies, even mben they know what they do; hen no ſuch Plea as that 


of Ignorance can be urg'd in their Behalf. For our Lord in 
his firſt Precept of wy Kind, 7 rage is pos Tory; 
without Limitation or Relerve ; Pray for tbem that diſpiteſully uſe you 

and perſecuze you." I. ſhall therefore proceed to conſider this Duty 


Praying for our Enemies, under the Triple Regard it beats? 


1, Lg God and Religion, FTI 


| > ele . 
. To our Enemies 7 A111. 2 To 
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K ge 


RN „ 
vil hearken to Reaſon, a Treaty of Peace is the natural Conſequence 


applying the Knowledge we have of our Duty to God, our Neigb- 
n 1 los our ſelves; ãt may juſtly be reckon d the chief Source of 
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45 ta i an Heaven ;, for he mabeth bis Sumniio rife du the FOE au 


wy 


ons the Goody and fenderh Rain os be Juſt, ahd the Unia. 


ke; only, three, The firfe is W 


Fer cogent one, ' 
75 


be lnrrous 
ee (rays Garth phe wer teſpirefu 


Ie, Hus wut ere which lau hn whas Re, haue you ? 40 not kn 


FPublicars the ſame + And if you Halse Ang gone. what 47 
more than othurs? do not even the Fablicans 2 he 5 er 


mee ch ab ive Heaven is perfeſt. Ot as . 2 


ries it, Four Reward | a be 16th; and Te ſball be the 


Lak, PY þ! Giles of: tbe Hhghety fo e 15 kind unto the Unthant- 
| 39s r. al, and 0 the Eu "ts * therefore merciful, as bu 


1.66: » alſors merciful” 5 if this ſuperlative "Degree 

of Divine . and Goodneſs rende d us the tnoſt expreſs 
Image of God himſelf; who diſpenſes the common Tempora! 
Blethngs of his gracious Providence, with an univerſal "to hs me 


And Liberality; without diftinftion of Perfons, even to his 'mo 


Wickede Ungrateful, and Provoking Emmi T is is therefore 


 Sodljle Virtue, advances our Souls to the figheft Dignity'of which | 


they are capable, and makes them fit for the Beatifick- Viſtor; 


transfarming them into the-Similitude of the 'Divine - 


| 155. 40. 18. Glory. In this ſhall we likes God, und in this 2 


all we be camparett und Him. For if Love be che 
fling of ohe Law; 3 this is certainly the moſt" complea Fwy 


Love, and the brighteſt Reſemblance of that dete k des 


Love it felf,. and who ſeems to delight himſelf in that Amis Ate, 05 


Adorable, (and if I may beatlow'd ſv 10 peak) darling Attribute 


As Mere. I ſhall cloſe this Point in the eloquent Words of one of 
5 e greateſt and maſt learned Writers of our Churcko 
The Revd. this Subject. When I pray as heartily for my Enem 
Dr. South, © as I Uo for. my Daily Bread; when I ftrive with 
Vol. 3. P. Prayers and Tears to make God his Friend, who 
„ © himſelf will not be Mine; when T reckon his Felicit 
<4:amongft my on Neceſhties: furely this is fuch 
<3 8 a8 in a literal Sei; may be Haid to reach upto Heaven. I 
which Words of this exquiſite Divine and Orateur E will preſume to 
add, could quly come dbun from Heaven ale. Which ſuggeſts a 
ſecond, Reaſon this Duty is grounded upon y\namely, | 5 
2. That it it ibe Petsutiur Qbaraſteriflirł aud Di tg i bing Pate 
of the Chriftian Profeſſion, about all other Religions in "the Wor 
is a Prayer which none but a Chiſtian ban ſay; and is the Prattice 


_ of that New Commandments, by which Our Saviour would Have his 


Difcigieglnoun, and diſciminated among Men. It is ſo-obſcurely 


_ deducible from the Law of Namre, corfußted, as it is; that the wi- 


felt Moraliſtr among athen could never raiſe Vertue to ſuch a 
ade, To be avenged, of our Ene 7915 on the O pi 
a, . g | ds 


eee Jorione 8. NB 1s. (17 
thoſe two Great Gentile Sages, Ariſtotle, and Iulh, not only an Au 
Fuſtzce, but the commendable Property of an Heroick and Valiant Spi. 

_ ritz and Mahomet, in that bloudy Syſtem of Cruelty, Lewdneſs, ana 
| Blaſphemy, his Aleboran, makes it the necefſary Criterion of a Saint, 
The Precepts even of the Stozks, the moſt Rigid Se, could carzy 
Philoſophy no bigher, than to the ſubduing our Paſſions, and pati- 
ent enduring, all Injuxies ; and even that gut of à ſtupid Principle of 
Apathy. Human Reaſon could go no farther, till it was improv'd; re- 
fin'd, fue peri BedÞ Diving Revelatign, And even in the Je wiſb 

. Lam, this Duty was ſofaintly-and weakly inculcated, and ſuch large 
Allow ances granted to that ſtubborn and C 70 5 People, in the Cale 

0 Retaliation; that the Rabbinical Gloſſes had not only quite effac'd 

it, but foiſted a Precept into its Room, in direct Op- e 

poſition to it, 10 bate Ones Enemy. In contradiction to Mat 9143s - 

7 55 ſays our Bleſſed Saviour, I, that is emphatically, I the.Great- 
eſt Prophet and Law-giver that ever came into the World, the Great 

Meſſenger of Peace, the Author of the Goſpel, the Covenant of Peace, 


* * 


is I, that command You this New Commandment ; Lobe a 
Nour Enemies, 2575 them that curſe Nou, do Good 10 Them ver. 44. 
that Hate Wu, and Pra gor them which Deſpitefully Uſe oa 
an Perſteute Tou. A Few perhaps might with ſome Difficulty hae 
' Forgrven. his Enemy; but to Pray for Him, and that too when in the 
midſt of Torments and Perſecutions, was ſuch an Evangelical Para- 
dox, as none could enjoin, hut He who was ſo Glorious an Example gf 
it too. The Pran e of this Duty was ſuch a Shock upon the Primi- 
tive:Proſclytes to Chriftianity, that nothing ftagger'd their Faith 
ſo mych; and occaſion'd that witty Saying, that Chriſt's Praying La- 
Taru out of his Grave, was not half ſo great a Miracle as his Pray- 
be. for his Enemies on. the Croſs. Vet if we own our ſelves Diſciples 
of that Creole and expect to be ſav d by the precious Blood that was 
ſhed upon it; we muſt ſubmit 10 this its "aac and indiſpenſa-- 
ble Doctrine; we muſt not only return Contumelies and Reproaches 
with Silence or good Language, Injuries with Benefits, Curſes with 
Bleſſings 3 but we muſt Kiſs. our Enemy, when he is angry, follow 
the Great Captain of our Salvation through all his. Sufferings, and 


Pray that even the mercileſs Hand that executes us may find Mercy. 
Which leads me to a Third Reaſon, namely; nh 
3. We are oblig'd to Pray for bur Enemies, becauſe They are the In- 
ſtruments of God's Fuſtice, and Providence here below. We ought in ge- 
.neral not only to ſubmit to, but to Pray that God's Will may be done, in 
all the various Diſpenſations of his Power, and Wiſdom in the Go- 


who came to. reconcile God to Man, and Men One to Another, it 1 


_ . yerament of the World. And as we muſt reſt aſſur'd, that the 2 


moſt ſeemingly hard and rough Adminiſtrations of it are ordain'd  - 
for good and prudential Ends, and, if rightly applied, will infallibly 
js roduce them; fo are we not only for that reaſon to acquieſce' in, but 
do thank God for their Appointment ; Still looking up to the Supe- 
Fr p Agent, and Firſt Principle of Motion, that directs all theſe Se- 
tond Caules here below z; that can bring Light out of Darkneſs, ovets 
rule, and, if eccafion be, ſet aſide the Power and Operations of Na- 
ture, and make terhring forth Contrarieties to her Self. This ſet- 
i M of the Gobdneſs and Omnipotence of Providence will at 
Al times ſanctify and recontile the i Aftitions and Troubles 
„% FOR Fond ode 0 bf dre wt BR Fa (0: 
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to us, and i 1455 only Jon ns caſte under their Preſſures, but make 
us even blefs the Rod that ſmites us; and this ThaMifes us in Mercy 
for our Loh and Reformation: As all the Sorrews we endire ma 
be imputed to ſome Sins, chat have previovty defer A and broug 


 Punifhments, inflicted for. rhe 15. tion of Eternal, they miſt 


'Prayers for [thoſe who; are rumental th Tonveying- chem to 
us, When theſe Judgtheats bit bit us, and we are delfver'd up in- 


co dene 1 our Enemies, we obght not tö wrefk otfy NMafios and 


leen 5 prop. Theja; but return the meek Anſwer of od 
xSam:3. 18,” 725 At 1 Lord, 14 Him dd uber feemeth Him Good; 
Jab 1. 21. or” with Jo ke” Lord baik given, and the Lord hath akin 

l 1 be the "Nayie of the Tord. When Dayit's 
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4 Shiates with the Expence, of Vis Life, il to waſh Away His Blaſ- 


os that gen! ae skreen WN 108 cheir ky 
Seauce, as being a Puniſhmeßt ſent from God upon Him! Ther 
Abiſhai be Son of Zeruiah, why ſhouts 15 eat Di 8. 5 75 


19 with 
ou, ye Sons of Zerviah ? "tet him arſe, becapſe the Lord 
path ſaid Bo him curſe David-; Who ſhall then ſay wherefore bat role 
done 4 When God dy his, Permitiſive Providence does not prevent, or 
by his Alive, ſets Tooſe e e upon us, Cas he Aid 28 And 
Pe bab againſt Judah) to torment and affſtet us for dur 


2 Nih, 15, Crimes; 4 veyugkt. to eſteem them the Officers and Exe- 


118 27 Mr KI of Divine Juffice, 1 85 tg treat them a8 fyth, 
we be 755 eben 10 againj God. of Te 


cannot thto nen! the whole Hi 5 of the Fewif#,/antl 
br Pig Church 84. prodled two more I e 21 Ainces of A bye 
raying for our Enemies under the oft, ga ig 'and 0g ger 


Circutaltances imaginable, than what we ec 0 2555 ne und 25 * 


Seit of Captivity, and the Viter under its Primitive Perſequrion, 


the matrer thi 2 9 cellentiy fet forth ig 25 e of 
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. „(faith St, Pal) that above all things Proyers 
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. all Men; for Kings, ent all that are. 12 

Me. may live. 4 quiet 4 75 aceable if, fe 2th: all. 2 mov 
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* who. were not only no, wiſtians, 10 0 9 eue! Ty- 

"ee Tants, My Fou. Yet hear, the wor, of 6d. , When 
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tuem down on our Heads; fo if we'confider ther a8 any Teena ; 
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© thaſar bis Son, 
t& —_— agen the Farths thas C God 2 — TUE ut Sirength,” an 
44 4 1 gu 2525 1. = may. live under FE Sor Nebuchad, a 
* of B ab 5 240 under 125 dr 44 Balthaſar bis Song 
favour in their ſigbt. 
4be Tord our 69: for we haue ſiun d ggainſt 
fps fa OT t Barucb Tis Words: 
8 „ which are 2 by h im unto. the People of God. 4 that King 
\ ze who was an Heathen, à Tyrant: and ort Opp ſſar of them, 
41 | &« * and: had boon A Myrtherer of many thouſands of their Nation, 
1 ** and (Ref troyer eir Country, with 2 Confeſſion that their 
ins deſery 10 ſuc a Tince..to reign. over them. To which. 
: T: wi add the Wes of Jeremy to the ſame Trop under the ſame 
9 20, i s away Cantives 157 prey 35 ile Jer. 29. 7. 
| + 4 it; for in 72 8 * thereof fall have Peace. | 
Oe, 12 conclude t his Head : As our 8 80 ar ſent us. by God (ac- 
d cidenfally, . and unkaawing y. A. to 1280 r the Scourges of our 
Ans; they are the great beſt s. of gur "Cam iſſion and Prayers: 
|& by ben employ'd 28 | be ele f God's Wrath againſt us here, 
ey may by their awn . ice, Cruelty and Malice, be alſo. In- 
ituments of their own Deftrudhion ; and Veſſels of eternal Wrath | 
bereafter. Which þ brings me, in the next Place, 
25 Tg-canſider farther thi his Duty, as it regards our Enemy Himſelf... 
9 1, We muſt fill glow: him tq be our Brother; and conſequently i in- 
5 6 kite to gur Affection ahd Prayers,” For his Enmity can never de- 
"Ws you him of his Humanity, or efface the Image of God ſtampt on 
LI ms deen, But erke he may be join'd to us under a nearer and 
wor Gcred Alliance; as he is 4 Member of the ſame Body, as he is 
redeem'd hy the ſame Bloud, 7 be is à Servant of the ſame God, and 
Church, a he is A Subject of of the ſame Government and Country, 
15 inyoly'd in the Tame Common Intereſts and Happineſs with our 
{z}ves; Upon all which accounts whatever Injuries or Wtongs he may 
Have done 95 in Kier, he can never be excluded our Prayers for 
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the pub lick | 
g. Praying. 9 may be the maſt efſeTual. Means of bis Con- : 
Verſic ion gnd Ee aj 10 God, and our ara St. Paul hay 5, . 


ing Enemy bungex 45. bim; if be thirſte, give him 
rk 102 in #40 401 ing t bay Joel 2 Try of 755 re on his Rom. 12. 20. 
| ad. ſo mall a Loken of Kifidneſs can mol 
9454 1 Vl, 9 — obdurate Heart of a relenting Adverſary; cer- 
tainly fach. 4 noble and Fa Inſtance of our Love, when we apply . 
ta Heaven in his Behalf, and call down Omnipotence to his Snecour, | 
enough to break the "moft ſtinty Conſtitution, and like Maſes's Rod, 
1 6 Ailſoire even a Rock of Strzfe into Tears. Kindneſs and Patienc 
nee t Farce and Power cannot; it could diſarm Eſau ot 
fy and che Syrians of their Revenge, and gain that Victory 
N g; zich ne yer OY! Id be obtain d 1 Wars 1 he Amale- 
„ 40Ans C 2 FTite, 
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er deliver Us out of their Hands. If God chaften Vs, He will ſcourge cur Enemies a thou 

me; mores to the Intent that when We Judge, We ſhould carefully think, of hit n 5 ond 
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" Proſe without. wavering, and never for Fear, Shame, or bar ef, - reljriquiſh a good 


this Duty requires ſuch a 
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